
Cindy Ellis is a Cuban-American choral conductor, jazz vocalist, and music educator serving as 
middle school and high school choral director at Miami Arts Studio in Miami, Florida. Her 
award-winning ensembles have performed at prestigious venues and events including Carnegie 
Hall, the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) State, Regional, and National 
Conferences, and the 2022 Summit of the Americas. Her students regularly record for major 
television broadcasts, including the Latin Grammy Awards and American Music Awards, and 
have collaborated with renowned artists such as Gloria Estefan and Jacob Collier.

As a conductor, Ellis has led performances at The New World Symphony Center, Carnegie Hall, 
and Walt Disney Concert Hall. As a performer, she has appeared with the JMAX Singers on 
Saturday Night Live alongside Coldplay and at the 2024 BBC Proms Festival at London's Royal 
Albert Hall. Her work has been published through GIA Publications, and she regularly 
contributes to music education journals. Ellis also serves as World Musics Coordinator for the 
Southern Region of ACDA.

A recognized leader in music education, Ellis was named Miami Arts Studio's 2025 Teacher of 
the Year and was a 2025 and 2026 GRAMMY Music Educator Award semifinalist. Most recently, 
her advanced ensemble, Bellarmonia, performed at the TED International Conference and 
represented the United States on a multi-city tour at the 2026 Gyeongnam International Choral 
Festival in South Korea.


